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FOUNDING AND THE HOSP = 


(NOTE: Part I published in the March issue told of the complete lack of 
facilities to care for the ruptured and ¢rippled in New York City during the 
early 1860's and of Dr. James Knight's determination to do something about it,) 


SAHRA 


It seems that Dr. Knight's great ambition was to found an institution in 
which the work of rehabilitation might be effectually accomplished, His 
endeavors to interest others in his project may best be told in his own words, 
taken from the account of his application to Mr. Hartley, in March, 1862, to 
help in furthering his plan. 


"Having devoted many years of private and public practice mainly to the 
treatment of this class of ailments, and having, 4s 4 visitor of the 
Association for Improving the Condition of the Poor, become familiar with 
the prevalence of the maladies among the laboring population, I was deeply 
impressed with the necessity of some special provision for their relief, 
and consequently made very earnest efforts to accomplish so desirable an 
obj e¢t. 


Many eminent Surgeons and citizens gave it the sanction of their names, but 
not the personal cooperation essential to success; so that my exertions ended 
in disappointment, Under these discouraging circymstances I sought the counsel 
of Mr. R.M. liartley (Secretary of the Association for the Improvement of the 
Condition vo: the Poor), who informed me that in his intercourse with the poor he 
had long before discovered the necessity of such an Institution, and was only 
waiting for a favorable concurrence of circumstances to effect an organization 
for that purpose. He promised his influence and personal cooperation; and ty 
endeavors to interest other minds in the subject to. prepare the way for some 
decisive action," 


Consequently, Mr, Hartley arranged a mecting on the 10th of April, 1862 
at No, 39 Bible House, the offiee of the Association, "to consider the expedi-+ 
ency of forming a society for the relief of the Ruptured and Crippled." 
Besides Mr. Robert M,. Hartley and Dr, Knight there were present at the meeting 


ation 


Messrs. Stewart Brown, Robert B. Minturn, John C. Green, William Bibbins, 
Joseph B. Collins and Apollos R. Wetmore. The plan was s0 well presented 

to these gentlemen, that they promised their cooperation and help and, 

by May of the following year, a board of Trustees had been appointed and 
the Executive Committee held its first meeting in the new home of the organ- 
ization o: ‘ay 7th, 1862. 


The .rst premises occupied by the Hospital was a building at 97 Second 
Avenue, with a capacity of twenty-eight beds, the home of Dr. Knight, who 
owned it. The conservatory of the house hed been fitted up by him as a work 
shop, in which to manufacture surgical appliances for his patients. For the 
first three years the premises were loesed for the nominel rental of twelve 
hundred dollers per annum; and then the property wes purchased for fifteen 
thousand dollers. Dr. Knight wes appointed Resident Physician and Surgeon 
and acted es Superintendent cs well. Valentine Mott, M.D., William H. Van 
Buren, M. D., Willard Purser, M. D., and John M. Carnochan, M. Ds, all pro- 
minent surgeons of that day, were names es consultants: These comprised the 
entire professionel staff. 


Eight hundred and twenty-eight patients were treated during the first 
year, fifty in-door and 778 out-door, 529 were males and 299 females, There 
wes one death. All of these patients were treated with some type of apparatus, 
being fitted with a truss, brace or bandage; and many were then probably able 
to take up some form of occupetion from which to eern a living. Otherwise, 
it is impossible to understand how eighty-seven per cent of these permanently 
crippled individuals were said to be "Relieved and Discharged"; as there were 
no known operation in those deys ~~ for the cure of most of these infirmities 
end the apparatuses desimed by Dr. Knight could herdly have done more than- 
ameliorste their conditions. 


It was found, almost immediately, that the accomodations of the Hospital 
were inedequate for the work thet was required, as Dr. Knight, in his first 
Annual Report, says "The limited accomodations for in-door patients reduce us 
to the nec 3sity of overcrowding the apartments, or of discharging the patients 
who, thoi ‘olieved in part of their local ailments, would be greatly bene- 
fited sn -vented from a tendency to relepse'by a long continuance under 
the regime of the Institution." ) 


The second year of the Institution was even more successful than the first 
and in the Annuél Report, covering the work of the Hospit<l1 for that year, we 
find the President of the Board of Trustees, Mr. John C. Green, emphasizing 
the importance of exp: iding the work of the Society by establishing a country 
branch for the care of delicate childror. 


Each succeeding year caw an increxse in the number of patients and, in 
1867 Dr. Knight obtained the help of Newton M. Shaffer, as Assistant, and Dr. 
John &. Warren was appointed Visiting Physician end Surgeon, to call upon the 
out-patients in their homes. Dr. Shaffer remained on the staff for but two years 
and later became en ort! opaedic surgeon of great distinction, though he was 
always en advocate of "“Surgico-mechenics." It was soon deemed necessary 
to provide larger accomodetions and, conseoqvently, land was purchased for forty 
thousand dollers, on which to erect a building better fitted to the objects 
of the Society then the accomodations on Second Avenue. However, there were 
not sufficient funds available to finish the construction of the building for, 
in the Sixth Annual Report, the Secretary tells us thet: "The basement and 
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second story are constructed, but the work will be interrupted if not 
nor Fe te Aa without enlarged contributjons. Many have contributed 
very generously to this noble Christian charity; but owing to the high 
prices of material and labor, sixty thousand dollars more than its present 
means are required to finish and furnish the building." A contemporary 
account of these difficulties, taken from Frank Leslie's Illustrated News- 
peper for October 30, 197/§ is of interest: 


"In the spring of 1867 five lots were purchaseg ... and in June, 1868 
the plans <f the architect accepted --- large sums of money having been 
contribu. i to the amount of $224,167. In April 1870, the treasure? informed 
the Boara of Managers that about $50,000 would be required to pay the re- 
maining bills and complete and furnish the hospital. Mr. John C. Green then 
offered to contribute $50,000 if the Board would raise an equal amount, 
which they did, and invested the balance for the support of the hospital." 


The new building was finally finished and was opened for the reception 
of patients in May of the year 1870, the formal opening being postponed 
until November, 

FRR Rane 


Ye Editor, in his attempt to give you some advance news, right from the 
horse's motth, on the proposed new entrance to the HSS has shown him to 
be as unreliable as many of the well-known columunists of the daily presst 
Just disregerd all he described in the last issue, but stay tuned in for 
further anfouncements, 


FER AARaHe 


SOCIAL SERVICE NOTES 


We are happy to inform everyone that Mr. Kenneth Young, husband of our 
Jerry Young, has overcome his coronary attack end will be leaving WhitePlains 
Hospital with the week. Best wishes Ken for many years of good health and 
happiness, 


We welcome, Harold Plotnick, our new student from the New York School 
of Social Work who is receiving field work supervision in medical social 
work under irs. Mandeville's most capable direction. 


On the morning of April 24, a party of fifty children and ten escorts 
&ttended the special performance of the circus given yearly by the Madison 
Squere Garden Association. Although the escorts Staggered out of the Garden 
in a dazed and exhausted condition, the children were wildly exhuberant and 
thrilled over the many breathless and stupendous feats of the aerialists, 
acrobats, and animal trainers. We ere greatly indebted to the Medison Square 
Garden Association for keeping our hospital on their Speciel invitation list 
So that we ere able to direct the minds of our sick children, for at least a 
few hours, eway from themselves to a world of thrills and fun., E.A. 


FOR iinet 
Our Informetion Desk continues to report more unusual requests than we 


can record or otherwise keep track of, It seems that the other day a a man 
came to the Desk and stated "I would like to have my leg look at my feet™| 
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One day last week, someone telephoned and asked "Js this the ruptured 
hospital that repairs noses?" Another one came to the Desk and asked 

"What do you examine on Wednesday morning at 9:4.m.?" If it were not for 
the numerous witnesses at the Desk, it would be hard to convince us of these 


questions! 


A mother registering her child was asked "What is your husband?" Keply, 
"Very mechanical"!" 


Hieieretee 
AL NEWS 


If there is any Alumni news this month, it's a secret to this reporter, 
and all we have been able to dig up is that Tommy Cannon (and perhaps others) 
have received formal announcement of our report of lest month thet Dr.Michael 
Donovan has opened an office in Houston, Texas; address: 507 Hermann Pro- 
fessional Building. 


We understand that copies of "The Orthopod" which have been sent to the 
Alumni have been gratefully received and that many men have written in to tell 
us how much they enjoy this publication, E.M.B. 


FORO 


AMONG OURSELVES 


Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Morrissey have returned from three weeks vacation at 
Lake Wales, Florida. Dr. Morrissey looks well tanned and healthy. 


Our relief telephone Operator, K: thleen Lind, surprised us all two weeks 
ago with the announcement that she was married on St. Patrick's Day to Mr. 
John Cass. Our best to the newlyweds, 


It's a Small World Department: About a month ago the hospital employed 
an elevator operator, Mr. Thomas Burke, who had come to this country just a 
year ugo from Ireland, Less than a week ago the hospital employed a counter 
girl, Bri’ McDonagh, also, as you might guess, from the old country. What 
we didn'. ‘uess was that these two young people hed known each other in Ireland 
but neither knew where the other was working in New York until they bumped 
into each other at The Hospital for Special Surgery. 


Everyone will be sorry to learn of the death on April 15th of Hipolito 
Clemente. He was twenty-five years old had gone to school during the day and 
had worked here for a yesr as Night Porter. 


The deepest sympathy of all of us of the Hospital for Special Surgery is 
extended to Reinhold Mueller of the Brace Shop upon the death of his wife, 
Emma, on Wednesday, April 19th. 


The following employees are now patients of the Hospital: Mrs. Eleanor 
Walsh Lyden, of the Laboratory, She is in 3D with a respiratory infection. 
Aubrey Gale, night elevator operator is in 5A after an Operation, and Yolande 
Coy, practical nurse, is in 4C after an operation on her wrist. 
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After the Hospital Staff Conference on April 19th, e Farewell Cocktail 
Perty was given to bid farewell to George S. Shannon, who has been Superin- 
tendent of Maintenance since August 1941. All of us, who have known him and 
worked with him, are sorry to see him go and will miss him, but wish him 
heppiness and good luck in his new home in Florida. At the same time, we 
extend our congratulations and best wishes to our former Chief Engineer 
and new Superintendent of Maintainance, Harold J. Sullivan. 


"Flo: rs that bloom in the Spring tra-la" - Last week, James McUreery & 
Company ‘phoned that they were sending the Hospital "a few orchids", The 
"few" tov’ .led close to one thousand, with the result thet patients, nurses 
and in fact all the female and meny of the male personnel suddenly blossomed- 
forth wearing these exotic flowers! Our thanks dre extended to Jemes McCreey 
and Company for their generosity. 


rer ae 


Many in the Hospital will remember Mr. Turnley Walker, ‘a polio patient 
in 5D last Summer. As previously reported, his "Diary of a Polio Patient 
was syndicated and published in many daily papers throughout the country last 
January. These articles ere now compiled and published in book form by Dutton 
and Company, entitled "Climb to the Doorway". 


best reat 


REaLDENTS 


April First not an auspicious day, marked another change in Service on the 
Resident Staff. 


Dr. Sinnott left the Surgical Service to take training at New York 
University and Dr. Bissell came on Service, 


There was no change in the Medical Service, 


Dr. Wilson, Jr., completed his two yeers and after a month or so of 
inspection of other hospitals will go to the West Coast for another year of 
Orthopaed: «, 


While Dr. Folsom officially completed his residency in Jenuery he stayed 
on for the Orthopaedic Meeting but is now on his way by easy steps to go into 
prectice in North Daxota, : 


Dr. Embick is the new junior resident on the Orthopseedic Service. H.W. 
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